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SOCIAL VALIDITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT REPORTED CHALLENGES
O T i R

SCHOOL DISTR]CT | INCLUSION
ADMINISTRATION TEACHERS
 Fahs General Education
. Behavior
2. Support for Staff _ S
3. Professional Development! | | T ack of training for Autism
RLATEN (DTA 2. Lack strategies for ASD student
4 ﬂg}fﬂl When classmates don’t
- g parent understand peers with ASD
expectations - Bl
3. Inclusion “dumping’
4. Meeting parent expectations
SCHOOL THERAPISTS ESE TEACHERS
SPEECH LANGUAGE 1. Need models of expected
PATHOLOGISTS behavior for LRE
2. Need peer models
1. Nonspeaking students 3. Labor intensive materials
don’t use AAC devices 4. Core features interfere in
2. Need opportunities to leaming
use devices 5. Need Generalization of skills
3. Need peers who can 6. Parent expectations
interact using a variety of 7. No time to train
communication
PARAPROFESSIONALS
1. Labor intensive
2. 1:] assistance
3. Transfer to other adults
4. Training for autism
Datagathered: survey and intend 5. Challenging Behaviors
6. Safety

. Don’t understand their peers
with ASD
2. Don’t know strategies to use
with peers with ASD
. Stop trying after un-
successful attempts with
autistic peers
4. Fearful of behaviors
. Don’tinvite to play or sit
together at lunch or
free time
6. Lack confidence
interacting with peer with
ASD
7. Want to be helpful to
peers with ASD, but
litle/no success
8. Need training to understand
and help
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PEER P.A.L.S.

ADMINISTRATION

1. Provides many scenarios and
strategies to handle common
problems with BEHAVIOR

2. OPTIONAL Module 7 teaches o
implement aclass wide or
individual Token Economy if'
extra motivation and
reinforcement is needed to
interact and achieve goals

3. Provides Professional

Development in Autism to
remain compliant

4. Provides training for staffand
peers o meet pa rent
expectations

SCHOOLTHERAPISTS
SPEECH LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGISTS

1. Nonspeaking students increase

s 1o usedevices

2, Have peers who can interact
using a variety of comsmunication

PARAPROFESSIONALS

1. Premade materials

2. More |:1 assistance (peer pals)
3.

4

. Generalize to peers (para facilitates)
. Commion challenging
Behaviors Interventions
5. Training forsafety

GENERAL EDUCATION
and INCLUSION
TEACHERS

. Provides training for Autism
. Provides strategies for

ASD students
. Educates classmates to
understand peers with
ASD
Training for inclusion
Meeting Parent expectations
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ESE TEACHERS
Exceptional Student
Education

1. Provides models of
expected appropriate
behavior for LRE

. Provides appropriate

peer models

Provides readymade

support materials

(download/order)

4. Addresses the Core features

that interfere in leaming

5. Peers to practice generalization

6. Meet parentexpectations
for social opportunities

. Watch Modules anytime
as much as is needed to
train everyone for
validity and
consistency
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PEERS

1. Training inautism to
understand their peers
with ASD

Leam strategies 1o use
with peers with ASD
Taughtto seck
sssistance and
persevere after
unsuccessful
atemps

4. Module 6teaches
safety tech 5
Invite to play, sit together
at lunch/ freetime
Developeonfidence

to successtully
interact

“Feel” helpful and are
helpful

8. Model strtegies resulting
in student progress on
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g9, Provide feedback &
reinforee theirpals

PEER P.A.L.5.* PROGRAM: OUTCOMES & BENEFITS ©

1. Need opportunities to build 1. Want autism training for

relationships staff’
2. Need to leam social skills in natural 2. Wantunderstanding

environment staff
3. Need access to trained peers 3. Want sensitivity and
4. Need access to trained adults acceptance by peers for
5. Core features interfere with making their child

and ke\?pm_g h1e‘11ds B : 4. Want supportive trained

6. Core triad interfere with leaming ; and staff
7. May be socially isolated (behavior) PEsIR s i i -
8 Want fisends 5. Fear of Inclusion dump
9. May need extra motivation and 6. Stop focus on changing

reinforcement to participate/practice
10. Have difficulty initiating interactior
11.Require behavior supports

on changing others

NOW

The United States spends billions of dollars every year caring
for Americans with autism. The majority of the costs are for
adult services estimated between $175 to $196 billion-
compared $61 to $66 for children. In 2015 total cost for care
for children and adults with ASD was $268 billion.

It is predicted to cost $461 billion per year by 2025 in the
absence of more effective interventions and support across the
life span. The future will be costly, as will impact to school
and community if core characteristics are not effectively
addressed and autistic children are not given access to trained
and supportive peers and adults.

PROGRAM: OUTCOMES & BENEFITS

1. Oppor 1o Build Relationships in
Natural environment settings I’nu.nu.
Skills & Challenges in Natural

[

. Provides maining for Autism
. Explains Autism for

M

environment understanding
2. Access to Trained Peers & Adults 3. Creates more sensitivity and

who understand & want to help acceptuance by peers for their
3. Focus on skill building ild
4. Communication Supports 4. Trainstaff and peerstwobe
5. Behavior Supports supportive
- Self-Management 5. Inclusion Training
*  Request Help 6. Increases peer Hmm_:c.
5. Reaupst Dreaks :jxvl"l');i::;)(lxhim with":::‘i:]ln;:_m
ities g o E ships =N
6. Opportunities to Increase Play Skills with ASD
. Focus shifted fromchild with
ASD directly, to focus on
developing skills in others

- Reciprocal Play
*  Tum Taking
*  Waiting
- Initiating
*  Joining In play
- Proper Toy Use
7. Opportunities to Increase Learning
Skills Attention
. Motivation
. Participation
- Follow Directions
8. Opportunities to Increase Social Skills
. Imitating Peer Models 2,
- Greeting
- Initiating Interaction
- Appropriate Language or Actions
*  Reinforcement of Skills &

~

1. Intervene early

MNew focus on
educating surrounding
peers and adults
3. Use existing natural
supports and places
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their child rather than focus l













PEER P.A.L.S.* PROGRAM LOGIC MODEL
Goal: Promote successful inclusive learning environments by focusing on educating and providing skills for surrounding peers and supporting adults (SPSA)
thereby increasing positive and successful interactions with autistic children.

INPUTS ACTIVITIES OUTCOMES
What we invest What we do ‘Who we reach Short-term results Intermediate results Long-term results
e Staff e Provide Online Curriculum o Decision-makers Surrounding peers and o Children with ASD Conditions
o Time o Provide evidence based professional ¢ School Districts supporting adults (SPSA) (CWA)
¢ Money development adults/staff in Inclusion, o Administration o Increased understanding of | e Access to trained peers/ [ ® Improved
e Materials Autism, PMI- Peer PALS, ABA, NI e Staff ASD- positive ammdes. skilly  adults inclusion
e Technology | ® Provide training for peers (surrounding e Surrounding peers knowledge, commitment o Increased play skills: o Improved
¢ Expertise and volunteering) and supporting adults | ® SPSA can identify actions to take turns relationships
e Research 1. Orientation: What to expect and ASD (SPSA) take with CWA for the e Increased e Improved
findings overview e Children with ASD following: communication skills: school/parent
2. Play: Common Challenges and (CWA) o Play skills and techniques AAC use relationships
interventions o Parents for play challenges e Increased learning e Improved
3. Communication: Techniques, e Agencies and o Communicating in various skills: Attention- social
Augmentative and Alternative community-based ways AAC _ participation conditions
Communication (AAC) Use organizations o Have skills to assist peers e Increased social skills | @ Improved
4. l_xammg and A_ttendmg: Stlra_tegz_es to (CBOs) when learning: get[*jng s Increased social economic
increase a_memlon and participation e Staff of CBOs attention interactions conditions
5. E‘_mmal 55‘}1151 Common challenges and o Membets of CBOs ® Become successful o Increased self- s Improved
interventions - : - ; g :
; . .  Clinical professionals interacting with peers management skills CBO
6. Challepgmg Behaviors: Safety techniques ! P e e Feel safe. aware of o Increased motivation conditions
7. Behav:rmr SPPPC'“: Tokep Egonomy challenging behaviors, o Improved
¢ Provide printable coordinating o Techniques to stay safe Reduced mental health
HBEUENTE, s i s (MOM DAD) * Social isolation (CWA)

Pre and posttest evaluation
Project Materials list ($ store) if choosing
to do activities

e Understand need for token
reinforcement

Improved parent
satisfaction

Assumptions: The time is NOW for a paradigm shift, with 1:36 children being
diagnosed with ASD and continuing to grow at an ever-rapid pace. Traditional
intervention is aimed directly at the CWA. Yet, core features, variations in
severity, delivery and dosage of social skills, social isolation, lack of opportunities
and access to trained adults and peers are obstacles to be overcome. Our diverse
world depends on social skills. Social skills are most effectively learned in the
natural environment, with lots of opportunities to practice with appropriate
models- especially for CWA. However, peers aren’t sure what to do, many gave
up attempts at interacting due to continued failure, negative interactions, or fear,
all contributing to the social isolation and lack of “expected” appropriate
behaviors. To increase successful inclusion, those who support and surround
CWA are our focus of change.

Economic Conditions: The US spends billions every year caring for Americans
with autism. The majority of the costs are for adult services estimated between
$175- $196 billion. As compared to $61-$66 for children. In 2015, the total cost
for care for children and adults with ASD was $268 billion. It is predicted to
cost $461 billion per year by 2025 in the absence of more effective interventions

and support across the life span.

The future will be costly as will impact to school and community if core
features are not effectively addressed and CWA are not given access to trained

and supportive peers and adults.

By intervening early, giving lots of opportunities for neurodiverse and
neurotypical children to be together, and investing money in children now
for programs such as Peer P.A.L.S, we can reduce the rising billions in

costs for future adult services.
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